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“Start children off the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn 
from it.”  

-Proverbs 22:6 
 
August 26, 2019 

Dear Families, 
 
It is with great pride and enthusiasm that I announce my appointment as the new 
Principal of St. Ann’s School.  I am honored to lead such a wonderful school community 
centered in the values of the Catholic faith and dedicated to academic excellence.  I am 
looking forward to working with so many committed teachers, staff members and 
parents to ensure that our students are making progress and succeeding.  
 
As an educator for twenty-five years, I have worked tirelessly to support student 
academic learning, as well as their social-emotional and character development.  Early 
in my career, I taught for the Archdiocese of New York and for the Department of 
Education in New York City; however, I spent most of my career teaching in the diverse 
community of New Rochelle, New York.  Most recently, I was the assistant principal at 
an elementary school in Armonk, New York.  All of these experiences have provided me 
with opportunities to research and introduce the best instructional practices that 
enhance student learning and improve their achievement and growth. 
 
While my professional life has brought me tremendous happiness and opportunity to 
observe how children think and learn, my personal life as a mother of five children has 
also given me the perspective to look at the teaching and learning process on a very 
personal level.  With children in college, high school, middle school and elementary 
school, you can be sure that I am in touch with education both at work and at home.  I 
have observed, analyzed and reflected upon how to make learning a lifelong practice for 
both adults and children.  Please be assured that I will look at the education of your 
children through the lens of an educator and the lens of a mother.   Having both 
perspectives enables me to not only understand the importance of the partnership 
between school and home, but to practice it on a daily basis.  
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This year at St. Ann’s School, the staff and I will work to nurture your child’s faith in God 
while pursuing academic excellence and personal growth.  We will help your child to 
find his/her special purpose in the eyes of God and use his/her special talents to make 
the world a better place.  We will work to personalize instruction so that your child can 
flourish and meet the demanding rigor of the New York State Next Generation Learning 
Standards.  
 
We believe that you are partners with us in guiding your child’s spiritual and academic 
growth.  We ask that you support your child’s learning by staying informed and being an 
active participant in their learning by engaging in conversations about our faith and their 
academic learning.  Also, please take the opportunity to meet with your child’s teacher 
and to take part in our school events.  
 
Below is some important information that I would like to share with you regarding our 
opening. 
 
Medical Forms 
Physicals and immunization forms for students in grades Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten, 6th, 
& 7th grades and all new students were due on August 15th.  Students cannot begin the 
school year on September 5th without submitting this information.  If you have not submitted 
these forms yet, please make sure that this task is completed as soon as possible, but before 
the opening day. 
 
Tuition Payments 
First tuition was due by August 20th.  Late fees are charged after the twenty fifth of each 
month.  Monthly payments are required in order for students to attend school.  Students may 
not begin the school year on September 5th unless these fees are paid.  Please note that you 
must stay current with all tuition and After School payments in order to avoid late fees and/or 
financial suspension. 
 
Summer School 
Students who were required to attend summer school must submit a report from a summer 
program or tutoring program documenting the subjects covered, the length of the program, 
and the progress of the student.  Remediation is mandated by New York State. 
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Schedule for Beginning of September 
● Wednesday, September 4th- UPK students have received individual reporting times. 

Kindergarten Orientation from 4pm-5pm 
 

● Thursday, September 5th- Pre-K 3 and UPK students have received their individual 
reporting times.  K-8 students report in full uniform to the gym no later than 8:00 am. 
Dismissal is at 12:00 for all grades.  Free breakfast begins (7:30-8:00 for grades K-8, 
PK will eat with their classes later).  Free lunch program begins for all students.  There 
is no early morning drop-off – Doors open at 7:45am.  There is no after school 
program – all students are to be picked up at 12:00pm.  Please join us for a 
Welcome Breakfast for all parents directly after Morning Prayer. 

 
● Friday, September 6th- Pre-K 3 students have received their individual reporting times. 

K-8 students report in full uniform to the gym no later than 8:00am.  Dismissal is at 
2:30pm for grades UPK-8.  There is no early morning drop-off – Doors open at 
7:45am.  There is no after school program – all students are to be picked up at 
2:30pm. 

 
● Monday, September 9th - Extended day begins, school hours are 8:00am to 4:00 pm 

for grades K-8.  UPK hours are 8:10-2:30pm with optional religion instruction from 
8:00-8:10am (any students who arrive prior to 8:10am WILL receive religious 
instruction).  PK3 hours are 8:10-2:30pm.  Early morning drop off begins – doors open 
at 7:15 am (this is a courtesy and is free of charge).  Afterschool program begins – 
from 2:30-6:00pm for PK3 and UPK and from 4:00-6:00pm for Grades K-8 (this is an 
additional fee billed directly through Smart Tuition each month). 

 
● Wednesday, September 11th- Back to School Night at 6pm 

 
 
After School Program 
Beginning on Monday, September 9th parents can elect to send their children to our 
Afterschool program.  Please contact the Afterschool Coordinator for all questions or 
concerns regarding Afterschool.  We have a wonderful program that is continuously 
expanding.  More information will be sent home during the first days of school.  Smart Tuition 
will be automatically billed for Afterschool on the 20th of each month. 
  
Handbooks 
Handbooks will be emailed home via eBlast along with the signature pages, which must be 
returned by Wednesday, September 11th.  This handbook is a contract that you and your 
child agree to follow.  Included are items such as being on time and present to school (all 
students marked late if they are not present at 8:00am for Morning Prayer) as well as a 
dress code.  We are a community and our uniform is part of what identifies us as such, so we 
will enforce this policy.  Please remind your child that even when off school premises, they are 
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representing St. Ann School, especially when they are in uniform.  Also included in the 
handbook is a technology agreement.  This is particularly important to read and understand 
because it states that misuse of technology, including cyber-bullying, even off school 
premises, will have consequences at school and could inhibit your child’s continued 
enrollment. 
  
Uniforms 
Uniforms for all students from Grades K-8 can be purchased from Flynn and O’Hara Uniform 
Company (1-800-441-4122). Students are required to have the St. Ann School gym uniform; 
we have the option of gym shorts, but they must be the uniform shorts and can only be worn 
during September, October, May, and June.  It is very important that you read the uniform 
requirements.  You can shop at the uniform store located at 136 Westchester Square, 
Bronx, NY 10461,  Phone number: 718-863-7561. 
  
My door is always open and I look forward to our partnership.  Please feel free to stop by, call, 
or email me at tletizia@stannschoolnyc.org.  Together, we will establish a strong collaborative 
relationship that will benefit our children during their very important elementary educational 
experience.  Thank you for entrusting your children to our care.  
 
I look forward to seeing you and greeting you on September 5th!  God Bless you all! 
 
Warmly, 
Mrs. Teresa Letizia 
Principal 
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